
Lackford AGM 

Budget – Suffolk County Council have frozen general council tax for the seventh 

year in a row, this budget savings were made of £31.5m with £4.5m being taken 

from reserves to cover the budget gap.  SCC continued with the adult social care 

precept of 3% which is ring-fenced money for adult social care raising £8.5m 

which is invested in full to front line services in addition the government 

awarded us an adult care grant of £3.3m resulting in £12m investment in adult 

social care. 

Mobile VAS  - I was pleased to be able to support the purchase of a mobile 

vehicle activated sign for the village, which I hope is helping towards traffic 

management in the village. 

Locality Budget – Through my locality budget I was pleased to be able to support 

the church in creating a community room. 

Highway Matters – Suffice to say that highway issues take up a lot of my time 

ranging from pothole repairs to flooding/drainage issue, resurfacing, and 

trimming of the verges and trees around the village to name but a few.  

Speeding on the A1101 & safety concerns still remain an issue for the parish, I 

am pleased to say that a safety report has been completed on the road,  I am 

awaiting the finalised report and as soon as I see it I will share it with you.  The 

next stage will be to draw up some road safety improvements which the parish 

will be consulted on. 

There is still a lot of work to do and I will continue to chase and ensure that 

highway issues are resolved quickly and right first time.   

Broadband  - There has been some issues with broadband in the parish.  

Currently, we are at around 90% fibre coverage in Suffolk. BT are currently re-

modelling the rollout plan for the second contract, which will run to 2019. This 

is a result of a Suffolk County Council move to introduce the “clawed back” 

funding into the contract, pushing coverage higher, beyond the 97% by 2019 

target.  

Education - GCSE’s- Suffolk’s GCSE has risen above the national average.  Suffolk 

is now ranked in the top half of all authorities for progress at GCSE level, at 55th 

out of 151. It is important to recognise that the way a school’s progress is 



measured has changed this year nationally. Progress 8 is the Government’s new 

way of measuring GCSE results. It measures how well pupils of all abilities have 

progressed by comparing them with students who achieved similar levels in Key 

Stage 2 across the country.Across Suffolk, 60.1% of students achieved the 

national measure of attaining a grade C or above in English and maths. This is 

3% higher than last year and marks a 6% increase since 2014. Suffolk students 

have also closed the gap to the national average state funded schools from 6% 

in 2014 to just 3% this year. Suffolk continues to be above the national figure of 

59.3% for all schools. This is a real sign that Suffolk is making good progress.  

Ofsted - There has been a more than 20% rise in Suffolk Schools being judged 

‘Good’ or ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted. This rate is currently improving more than 

twice as fast as those across the country,  90% of Suffolk schools are now rated 

‘good’ or ‘outstanding’, his means that 9/10 children in Suffolk now have access 

to the highest standards of education. 

Early Years - In Suffolk 70.2% of children achieved a Good Level of Development 

(GLD) this year. This is slightly above the rest of England. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


