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Minutes of the Council Meeting  

Held on Monday, 10 March 2014 at 7:30 PM in Lackford Church  

 

Present  Steve Jones (Chairman) 

Stan Green (Vice-Chairman) 

Harry Lidster 

Jan Betley 

Naomi Palmer  

John F Sadler (Clerk) 

 

In attendance  Rebecca Hopfensperger (County Councillor) (part time) 

Helen Levack (Borough Councillor) (part time) 

  Howard Quayle (part time) 

  Tim Gough 

  Andrew and Christine Bovingdon 

 

Apologies Roland Van-Wijk  

Colin Smith 

 

Statutory notices and the Agenda.  

The Chairman ascertained that the statutory requirements for holding the meeting had been 

observed, there was a quorum (minimum 2 for APM and 3 for the Council meeting), and 

determined if any Councillors wish to declare an interest in any matters on the Agenda. 

 

 

------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

 

1. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 09 December 2013. 

1.1. A proposal to approve the minutes - was made by Harry Lidster, seconded by Stan 

Green and approved by the Council.  The minutes were then signed by the Chairman. 

 

1.2. Matters arising from the minutes, not elsewhere on the agenda - There was none. 

 

 

2. Community Safety  

2.1. Report from the Safer Neighbourhood Team - There was no representation from the 

Safer Neighbourhood Team; however, a report had been received by email and circulated 

to councillors prior to the meeting. 

 

2.2. Any other matters for the Safer Neighbourhood Team - the Chairman requested that 

reports from the Safer Neighbourhood Team should only relate to Lackford 
1

 

 

2.3. An address by Howard Quayle, Chairman of Fornham All Saints Parish Council - 

Howard Quayle addressed Council with their experience of the vehicle activated traffic 

speed indicator purchased from Westcotec Ltd of Dereham at a cost of £2625. 

 

Rebecca Hopfensperger added that Flempton Parish Council were considering setting up 

a “Speed Watch Team” and had asked her if Lackford Parish Council would be interested 

in joining/sharing with them.  The Council did not consider this at the meeting.  

Consequently, it will be included in the agenda for the next meeting 
2

 

 

Later in the meeting, Council considered the address and the following points noted: 

 The number of activations were consistent at between 9000 and 10,000 week on 

week, which may indicate that the device is not having the desired effect of slowing 

the traffic.  However, as there is no indication of the traffic speed above the 

activation point, set at 30 mph, the overall effectiveness cannot be quantified. 

 Upon Howard Quayle’s advice, the Chairman suggested that contact is made with the 

Chris Wilder of Suffolk County Council 
3

  chris.wilder@suffolk.gov.uk  (077394-

34074) as he is now installing actual speed display signs that are considered more 

effective. 

mailto:chris.wilder@suffolk.gov.uk
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3. Matters by or for the County and Borough Councillors. 

3.1. Rebecca Hopfensperger (County Councillor) - Rebecca reported on the following: 

 Better broadband for Suffolk - further funds are now available and for further 

information, we should contact Jonathan Chown, Business Development Specialist 
4

 

 

 The Endeavour Card for 16 to 19-year-olds in Suffolk - it was noted that Mulleys had 

not signed into the arrangement; consequently, the card is unlikely to benefit 

residents of Lackford.   

 

 Council brought to Rebecca’s attention that return tickets issued by one bus company 

were not accepted by others.  Rebecca agreed to look into the matter 
5

 

 

3.2. Helen Levack (Borough Councillor) - Helen Levack reported on the following: 

 Departments within the Borough are changing focus from specialist teams to locality-

focused teams.  It was suggested and highly recommended that the council may wish 

to invite Simon Pickering, a facilitator and locality officer, to address the Council as to 

what can be offered 
6

 

 

 It is proposed that in future, each Borough Councillor is provided with a locality 

budget of £2000 overall, for use in the parishes they represent. 

 

3.3. Any other matters for the County & Borough Councillors 

3.3.1. Flooding in Old Bury Road - (See the photos below) following the previous request 

made to Rebecca, Rebecca confirmed that she had discussed the matter with Guy 

Smith, Suffolk County Council’s senior engineer in Bury.  He has arranged for a 

full survey of the area and its drainage facilities to be carried out, in order to 

incorporate necessary work into a maintenance plan. 

 

It was noted that the water that accumulates in front of Post Office Cottage, as 

shown in the photos 2, 3 & 4, runs down from the A1101 at the junction with Old 

Bury Road.  Suffolk County Council should be advised of this fact 
7

 

 

It was further agreed that the Clerk would forward details of problems with the 

surface water drainage from the houses in Kent Road that discharges into a ditch 

that runs along the northern boundary of the A1101.  The same ditch also takes 

surface water from the A1101 
8
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3.3.2. Streetlights not working or broken and overly bright lighting in Kent Road – 

Rebecca had discussed this matter with Guy Smith.  Apparently, the streetlights 

are maintained by Suffolk County Council but are in the ownership of the 

Borough Council.  Discussions are taking place with a view to changing the lights 

to LEDs that are considerably cheaper to run and maintain. 

 

Regarding the repairs of the existing non-functioning lights along the A1101, the 

Clerk reported that the engineer responsible has confirmed that a contract has 

now been agreed between Kier, their contractors, and UK Power Supplies, who 

own the poles upon which the lights are mounted, and repairs to the many lights 

within Suffolk should commence within 10 days.  The Clerk was also advised that 

the repairs needed within the village would be carried out in the first tranche. 

 

3.3.3. Shoddy repairs to potholes in Kent Road – Suffolk County Council are aware of 

the problem and Graham Newman is dealing with the matter in conjunction with 

the director of services Lucy Robinson. 

 

3.3.4. A request for Suffolk County Council to carry out road safety improvements 

on the Flempton bends on the A1101 following recent and numerous 

accidents - Rebecca agreed to talk to Claire Starling, highways engineer for this 

area, about the matter.  Councillors considered that there were many ways in 

which this notorious section of the road could be made less dangerous, not least 

was the fact that the double white lines and the white lining along the edges 

needs redoing 
9

 

 

3.3.5. Safe Access from the Barns onto the A1011 - the Clerk had discussed the 

safety aspect of this exit with Claire Starling and suggested that possibly a 

“concealed entrance sign” could be provided.  Claire Starling visited the location; 

however, she was not convinced that a “concealed entrance sign” would be 

appropriate. 

 

Consequently, Council asked for Rebecca’s help.  Rebecca supported the 

Council’s concern and agreed to discuss the matter with Claire Starling 
10

 

 

4. Matters previously discussed - for report and/or for the Councils further consideration. 

4.1. The Council’s application to extend the 30 mph speed limit – it was reported that the 

work as scheduled was now complete however, it has been deemed necessary to make 

safety improvements to the village entrance sign adjacent to “The Willows” by raising the 

signs by 700 mm. The effectiveness of this action to be monitored 
11

 

 

4.2. Overgrown hedges towards the North end of The Street – these will be kept under 

review and checked to ensure that they do not encroach the pavement and thereby reduce 

the statutory pavement width from the curb line of 900 mm 
12

 

 

4.3. The composting site & transfer station - smells and other nuisance – there have been 

no reported problems from the site now for some time.  Consequently, it was agreed to 

remove this as a regular item from future agenda.   

 

4.4. Inconsiderate parking in Holden Road – a letter was distributed to all households in 

Holden Road.  Initially there was a improvement but it is not perfect and will probably 

require further action. 

 

4.5. Wireless Internet Service Providers for Lackford - the Chairman and Clerk have had 

initial discussions with Rob George of Wi-Spire, the company that provides Wi-Fi services 

in Norfolk.  As Roland Van-Wijk has a greater knowledge of these matters, the Chairman 

asked Roland to take the matter forward.  Following Roland’s correspondence with Rob 

George, Roland has suggested that an 'information evening' is organised, for WiSpire to 

explain their service to the village and take questions.   

 

The Chairman considered this approach to be the way forward and suggested it be 

organised for some time in April.  The information evening' should be well advertised, 

(possibly in neighbouring parishes if it is deemed that support within the village is 

unlikely to raise an adequate level of interest) actual attendance would give an indication 

of the level of interest in the village.  Consideration should also be given as whether to 

invite Jonathan Chown from Suffolk County Council, as he is responsible for Better 

Broadband for Suffolk 
13
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5. Matters that have arisen since the previous meeting and not already considered 

5.1. Condition and repair of the roadway to the church - the Clerk reported that the 

roadway of the church was breaking up. (See the photos below).  Consequently, as a 

Lackford resident, he had obtained a quotation from Welham Surfacing Ltd in the sum of 

£450 plus VAT: To clean and prepare the worst cracks, west of the bridge, with a high-

pressure airline, apply hot pour bitumen to prepared cracks, excavate soil from the worst 

area, and replace with road planning to prevent further subsidence. 

 

The Council agreed to order and pay for the work to be undertaken and accept donations 

of, £150 from the Community Council and a further £150 from Jeremy Gredley of Maple 

House 
 14

 

 

  

 

5.2. Dog mess - Graham Showell has reported that there is a significant increase in dog mess 

on the village streets.  Councillors considered there was no easy way of preventing this 

but would fix additional laminated anti-dog mess posters around the village 
15

 

              

6. Matters arising from correspondence circulated or forwarded by e-mail 

There was none. 

 

7. Planning - To review any applications since last meeting and other planning matters 

The table below summarises the status and movements in planning applications since the last 

meeting. 

 

Planning 

Planning - 
Application No 

Proposal Location Applicant Comments 
Planning 
Granted 

Planning 
Refused 

DC/13/0718/FUL Erection of two 
story rear 
extension 

The Cottage 
Old Bury Road 

Chris 
Farrant 

No 
objections 

No Yes 

DC/13/0719/LB Erection of two 
story rear 
extension 

The Cottage 
Old Bury Road 

Chris 
Farrant 

No 
objections 

No Yes 

 

 

8. Financial matters 

8.1. Payments – no payments are due or have been made since the last meeting.  

 

8.2. Budget reconciliation April to February – was noted 

(The following reconciliation includes the items in the table of payments already paid or 

due) 
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Details 

Budget Reconciliation to 28 February 2014 

Actual to 
Month 

Budget to Month Variance 

        

Receipts       

Precept 4374.00  4374.00    

Grants 626.00  626.00    

Interest Nationwide ac       

Interest Barclays Bonus ac       

Other receipts       

Discounts received       

Receipts 5000.00  5000.00    

Administration Payments       

Parish Clerk 2100.00  2100.00    

Office rent - Clerk 88.00  88.00    

Admin expense - Clerk 198.70  260.00  -61.30  

Room hire for meetings  160.00  160.00    

Internal Audit   50.00  -50.00  

External Audit       

Insurance 265.00  280.00  -15.00  

SALC - including subscription 117.00  117.00    

Training       

Publications & subscriptions       

Bank charges & Interest paid       

Election costs       

Other - Admin payments       

Administration Payments 2928.70  3055.00  -126.30  

Other Payments       

Churchyard maintenance 210.00  210.00    

LCC - village services 330.00  330.00    

Grass cutting SEBC 48.72  200.00  -151.28  

Footpath Licences 5.00  5.00    

Other - Other payments        

Section 137 Payments   (2013/14  £6.98) 750.00  500.00  250.00  

Other Payments 1343.72  1245.00  98.72  

        

Receipts less Payments  727.58  700.00  27.58  

 

9. The Accounts and Audit Regulations  

   

(These regulations require parish councils to carry out a review and consider the findings of the 

effectiveness of the internal audit and the systems of internal control. This review should be 

documented and minuted before 31 March and be available to the internal and external auditors)  

 

9.1. The 2013 internal auditor’s report - the Clerk advised Council that although the internal 

auditor had promised a full response by 9 January no response has been received.  The 

Clerk subsequently wrote to the auditor stating that he was not looking for a response in 

writing but, as originally requested, a detailed discussion about their recommendations 

and then to receive an amended report. 

 

Parish Councillors: 

 

9.2. Reviewed and considered the effectiveness of the internal audit. 

 

9.3. Assessed the risks and considered the effectiveness of the systems of internal 

control.  

 

9.4. Subsequently, the following motion was put to Council 

 

"The Council, having reviewed the effectiveness of the internal audit and the systems of 

internal control, consider the existing arrangements to be satisfactory" 

 

The motion was moved - by Jan Betley, seconded by Stan Green and approved by the 

Council.   
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10. Questions from members, matters of report or information only, by permission of the Chairman. 

There was none 

 

11. To confirm the date and time of the next and future meetings 

 

The next meeting (The Annual Parish Meeting and AGM) will be as previously proposed on: 

 

Monday 12 May 2014 (APM & AGM) at 7:30pm in Lackford Church. 

 

Proposed dates for future meetings: 

 

Monday 13 October 2014 (Meeting No 2) – 2
nd

 Monday in October 

Monday 13 December 2014 (Meeting No 3) – 2
nd

 Monday in December 

Monday 09 March 2015 (Meeting No 4) – 2
nd

 Monday in March 

Monday 11 May 2015 (APM & AGM) - 2
nd

 Monday in May 

 

 

 

 

The above minutes are confirmed as a correct record of the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman .................................................... 

 

 

Date  .................................................... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes relating to these minutes:  

Text in italics relates to subsequent action or for information, it does not form part of the minutes. 

Text that is underlined indicates that action is required - see the following endnotes.  

The following endnotes do not form part of these minutes. 

1

 2.2 - Safer Neighbourhood Team - reports should only relate to Lackford. 

2

 2.3 - Clerk – Council to consider setting up a "Speed Watch Team" to be added to the next agenda. 

3

 2.3 - Clerk - to contact Chris Wilder of Suffolk County Council re actual speed indicator signs. 

4

 3.1 - Clerk - to contact Jonathan Chown, business development specialist for broadband. 

5

 3.1 - Rebecca Hopfensperger - to find out why return bus tickets issued by one company are not accepted by another. 

6

 3.2 - Clerk - to contact Simon Pickering. 

7

 3.3.1 - Clerk - to advise Suffolk County Council about the source of the flooding in front of Post Office Cottage. 

8

 3.3.1 - Clerk - to forward details of problems affecting the surface water drainage of houses in Kent Road.   

9

 3.3.4 - Rebecca Hopfensperger - to talk to Claire Starling about safety improvements on the Flempton bends. 

10

 3.3.5 - Rebecca Hopfensperger - to talk to Claire Starling about access from the Barns onto the A1011. 

11

 4.1 - Clerk - to monitor the effectiveness of the raised signs. 

12

 4.2 - Clerk - to check the encroachment of the overgrown hedges at the North end of The Street. 

13

 4.5 - Roland Van-Wijk - to arrange an information evening to consider Wi-Fi and other broadband services. 

14

 5.1 - Clerk - to order repairs to the road leading to the church. 

15

 5.2 - Clerk, Chairman & Vice-Chairman - to laminate and fix anti-dog mess posters around the village. 

                                                   

 


