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Minutes of the Council Meeting  

Held on Monday, 08 October 2012 at 7:30 PM in Lackford Church  

 
Present  Steve Jones (Chairman) 

Stan Green (Vice-Chairman) 
Harry Lidster 
Colin Smith  
Jan Betley 
Naomi Palmer  
Roland Van-Wijk 
John F Sadler (Clerk)  

 
Apologies Rebecca Hopfensperger (County Councillor)  

PCSO 3242 William Pardoe (Safer Neighbourhood Team) 
 
 
Statutory notices and the Agenda.  

The Chairman ascertained that the statutory requirements for holding the meeting had been 
observed, there was a quorum (minimum 2 for APM and 3 for the Council meeting), and 
determined if any Councillors wish to declare an interest in any matters on the Agenda. 

 
 

------------------------------------------------ 
 
 

 
 

1. The New Suffolk Local Code of Conduct 
1.1. Councillors to consider adopting the new Code - Councillors adopting the new code. 
 
1.2. As a result, the following Motion was tabled  

"The Council, resolve to adopt the Suffolk Local Code of Conduct for the purpose of 
discharging its duty to promote and maintain high standards of conduct within its area. 
 
The motion was moved by Colin Smith 
Seconded by    Jan Betley 

Passed unanimously by Council  
 

1.3. Register of Members’ Interests - it was noted that all members of Council are required 
to complete a new Register of Members’ Interests 1.  The Clerk requested that they be 
completed and returned as soon as possible.  Upon receipt, the Clerk will then forward 
copies to the Monitoring Officer at St Edmundsbury Borough Council.   

 
1.4. Dispensation to discuss matters where Councillors have a pecuniary interest - It was 

noted that Councillors could now, subject to receiving a dispensation, speak on matters 
where they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.  To obtain a dispensation, Councillors 
must first complete a Form of Application and have the Application granted as a 
Dispensation by the Council.   

 
1.5. Code of Conduct Briefing - Councillors were interested to attend a Code of Conduct 

Briefing at the SALC office.  The Clerk agreed to find out when the next briefings will take 
place and advise Councillors 2 .  

 
2. To approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting & AGM of the Council for a held 14 May 

2012. 
A proposal to approve the minutes was made by Colin Smith, seconded by Jan Betley and 
approved by the Council.  The minutes were then signed by the Chairman. 

 
3. Matters arising from the minutes, not elsewhere on the agenda 

There was none. 
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4. Community Safety  
4.1. The following report was received by email from PCSO 3242 William Pardoe of the Safer 

Neighbourhood Team.  
• Burglary other building x2 – 20/05/12 – 2 properties outbuilding were entered 

and tools taken from within over the same evening 
 

• Theft from motor vehicle – 27/05/12 – Whilst vehicle parked at local nature 
reserve vehicle has been broken into and valuables taken from within. 

 
5. Matters by or for the County and Borough Councillors. 

 
5.1. Matters for the County & Borough Councillors - Councillors asked the Clerk to request 

the following information (preferably by e-mail) from either the County or Borough 
Councillors 3 . 

 
5.1.1. As a follow-up to the request at the Annual Parish Meeting in May:  

• Who authorised the tree planting and the positioning of the trees to the green 
behind the bus stop. 

• Who authorised and paid for the signs "Welcome to The Brecks”. 
5.1.2. Details or progress about the updated broadband system in Suffolk 

 
6. Matters previously discussed - for report and/or for the Councils further consideration. 

6.1. The Council’s application to extend the speed - The chairman presented the following 
report to the meeting: 

 
Road Safety Meeting on 2nd October 2012 to discuss extending the 30mph zone. 

 
On 20th August 2012, I came fairly close to being involved in a serious accident at the 
point where the main road and the junction with Old Bury Road meet opposite 
Lackford Lane. 
 
I was able to get home and bike back with my camera and managed to take some 
discreet photos. 
 
I contacted John Henderson at the Bury Free Press and told him of our problem and 
an article was published in that week’s paper.  John Henderson spoke with Guy 
McGregor.  I believe that it was because of this that Rebecca was able to arrange a 
meeting with him.  I have also had a message of support from our MP Matthew 
Hancock. 
 
A meeting took place on 2nd October.  In attendance were Guy McGregor, Guy Smith, 
Rebecca Hopfensperger, Steven Jones, Stan Green, Colin Smith and John Sadler. 
 
At this point, I would like to pause to thank John and Colin for all their hard work in 
preparing our presentation document that you have before you. 
 
I was of the opinion that the way in which we will get something done is to focus on 
the safety angle and we were able to demonstrate all the concerns in our 
presentation, ably assisted by lots of lorries, a couple of cyclists and several farm 
vehicles all at the junction in question. 
 
At this point, I formed the opinion that Guy Smith was leaning towards 
recommending that the limit be moved to a point on the Bury side of the junction, 
but not all the way to the village boundary. 
 
We then adjourned to the far end of the village to look at the problem that exists 
there and over which concern has been raised by some villagers. 
 
It is at this point that I felt we had slightly shot ourselves in the foot as they formed 
the view that it might be better to look at the entire length of the road between Bury 
and Mildenhall with a view to rationalising the limit all the way along.  This may 
involve an expensive scheme doing more than we need but as it will cost more may 
not happen. 
 
The meeting concluded with the two Guys promising to meet and discuss what to do 
next before reporting back to us.  
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6.2. The Council’s application for further and better information from the police. - As a 
matter of report, further and better particulars regarding the accidents in Lackford have 
been received from the police as a Freedom of information Request and were forwarded 
to Councillors on 18 June 2012.  

 
6.3. The previous proposal that Simon Dry be commissioned to prepare ideas for a 

circular to be distributed throughout Lackford, that would emphasise the value of 
the permissive path for Lackford residents and what users have to do to help ensure 
that the facility is not lost in 2016. - As proposed at the last meeting, the Clerk wrote to 
Philip Aitken detailing the Council’s concerns as minuted in the March and May meetings.  
A helpful response was received from Philip Aitken and was circulated to councillors on 
14 August 2012: 

 
6.3.1. Councillors considered what now should be done - After some discussion, it 

was agreed that Councillors should draft a simple newsletter for distribution 
throughout the village.  This would attempt to highlight things that the Council 
are doing for the village.  It would include the efforts made to preserve the 
benefits of the permissive path around the field and what might be done to help 
ensure that the facility is not lost in 2016.   Perhaps information about what is 
happening in the north-west corner of the field and when appropriate the efforts 
that have been made to extend the 30 mph zone within the village.  Contact 
details for councillors would be included and details about the Lackford blog, the 
advantages and how to join and get emails from "All at Lackford" 4 

 
6.4. Roads and pavements - As a matter of report, the pothole in Holden road has been filled 

and work to clear the footpath is underway. 
 

6.5. The composting site & transfer station - smells and other nuisance - Councillors were 
not currently aware of any smells or other nuisance from the site. 

 
7. Matters that have arisen since the previous meeting and not already considered. 

There was none. 
 
8. Matters arising from correspondence circulated or forwarded by e-mail 

There was none. 
 
9. Planning - To review any applications since last meeting and other planning matters 

The table below summarises the status and movements in planning applications since the last 
meeting. 
 

Planning 
Planning - 

Application 
No 

Proposal Location Applicant Comments 
Planning 
Granted 

Planning 
Refused 

SCC/SE/12 In-vessel 
composting facility 
for green waste. 

Lackford 
Composting 
Facility. 

Country Style 
Recycling 
(Suffolk) Ltd 

No 
objections 

Yes 0 

 
10. Financial matters 

10.1. Payments – a proposal to approve the following payments, previously agreed when the 
budget was set, was made by Naomi Palmer, seconded by Colin Smith and approved by 
the Council.  

 

Name Details Power Amounts Total 

Heelis & Lodge 
(already paid)    

Internal audit.   S111 35.00 
35.00 

BDO Stoy Hayward LLP  
(already paid) 

External audit  
VAT on the above 

S111 50.00 
10.00  60.00 

Came & Company        
(already paid)    

Insurance  S111 265.62 
 265.62 

Cortina Construction Ltd  
(already paid) 

Parish Clerk (Oct-Mar as budget) 
Office rent (Oct-Mar as budget) 
Expenses (01/04/12 to 
30/09/12) 

VAT on the above 

S111 1000.00 
42.00 
53.40 

219.08 
1314.48 
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10.2. A payment authority for the above – was signed by the Chairman and Vice-Chairman. 
 

10.3. To note a correction in the minutes of meeting dated 10th of October 2011 - Item 9.1, 
payment for the insurance was made to Came and Company in the sum of £279.60 and 
not to Suffolk Acre in the sum of £379.00.  The correction was initialled by the chairman 

 
11. Internal & External audits and Annual Return 

11.1. Internal and External audits 
The internal auditor's report has been received.  It was forwarded to councillors, together 
with the Clerk's comments on 06 October.  The following recommendations or personal 
views of the auditor were made and considered by the Council: 
• It was recommended that the standing orders and financial regulations be reviewed. - 

This was agreed by all. 
• It was the auditors view, but not a recommendation, that a risk assessment should be 

in writing and should cover the safeguards in place regarding online banking, 
together with an assessment of the maintenance and inspection of the bus shelters 
owned by the Council. - Roland agreed to prepare a draft risk assessment 5. 

 
No matters came to the attention of the external auditor that would give them cause for 
concern that the relevant legislation and regulatory requirements had not been met. 
 
Councillors thanked the Clerk for his meticulous attention to the Parish Council's affairs. 
 

11.2. The Annual Return - Councillors noted that the Annual Return, previously accepted by 
the council, has been approved by the external auditor without qualification. 

. 
12. Questions from members, matters of report or information only, by permission of the Chairman. 

There was none 
 

13. To confirm the date and time of the next and future meetings 
 

The next Parish Council Meeting (Meeting No 3) shall take place as previously proposed on: 
 

Monday 10 December 2012 at 7:30pm in Lackford Church. 
 
Proposed dates for future meetings: 

 
Monday 11 March 2013 (Meeting No 4) – 2nd Monday in March 
Monday 13 May 2013 (APM & AGM) - 2nd Monday in May 
Monday 14 October 2013 (Meeting No 2) - 2nd Monday in October 
Monday 09 December 2013 (Meeting No 3) – 2nd Monday in December 

 
 
 
The above minutes are confirmed as a correct record of the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
Chairman .................................................... 
 
 
Date  .................................................... 
 
 
 
Notes relating to these minutes:  
Text in italics relates to subsequent action or for information, it does not part of the minutes. 
Text that is underlined Indicates that action is required.  
The following endnotes do not form part of these minutes. 
                                                   
 
1 Register of interests forms to be completed by all councillors as soon as possible. 
2 The Clerk agreed to find out when the next Code of Conduct briefings will take place and advise Councillors 
3 The Clerk to request information (as detailed in paragraph 5.1) from either the County or Borough Councillors. 
4 Councillors to draft a simple newsletter. 
5 Roland agreed to prepare a draft risk assessment. (See 11.1) 


